
JUNE 2025 

UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT  
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF  FLORIDA COURTHOUSE BEACON NEWS 

 
FROM THE JUDGES’  
CHAMBERS 

 
3 

NEW FORT  
LAUDERDALE  
COURTHOUSE  
CONSTRUCTION  
UPDATE 

22 

PACER:  
MULTIFACTOR  
AUTHENTICATION 
TIPS 

25 

PROTECTING  
PRIVACY FOR FILINGS 

26 

UPCOMING  COURT 
HOLIDAY CLOSINGS  

26 

  

  

INSIDE THIS ISSUE  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Bankruptcy	Cases	Filed	
From	01/01/25	to	05/30/25 

TOTAL	FILED:  6,264  

· Chapter 7  3,505  

· Chapter 9 0 

· Chapter 11 115 

· Chapter 12 1 

· Chapter 13 2,639 

· Chapter 15 4 

Additional ϐiling statistics are 
available on the court website 
www.ϐlsb.uscourts.gov under the 
“Court Information” tab at the top 
of page. 

Select: “Case Filing Statistics” 

Tips and Best Practices for Counsel 
By: Honorable Erik P. Kimball 

 
Full  Relief  is  Rarely  Granted at Summary Judgment.  Particularly in a com-
plex matter with multiple counts for relief and multiple defendants, avoid 
seeking summary judgment on the entirety of a complaint.  It is tempting  to  
swing  for the fences.  But an all-in approach to summary judgment usually 
results in an unnecessary splintering of the presentation, making it unlikely 
you will obtain the relief you hope for.  Focus on a single claim or an issue 
common to multiple claims in an effort to narrow the presentation at trial.  
This approach is much more likely to lead to success.   
 
In Dispositive Motions, Structure Your Argument Around the Elements of 
the Claims and Make Clear Which Count Each Argument Applies To.  
When reviewing dispositive motions, I start with the elements of each claim 
addressed in the motion.  You should do the same.  This has two benefits.  
First, you greatly facilitate my consideration of your motion.  If I am unable  
 (ConƟnued on page 2) 

CHIEF JUDGE’S  CORNER    
By: Honorable Erik P. Kimball 

 
Access and Engagement Committee Law Clerk Event 

 
On April 14, 2025, the Court’s Access and Engagement Committee hosted 
its second annual law clerk event.  This year the event was hosted at the 
University of Miami School of Law, with the assistance of Professor Patricia 
Redmond.  More than two dozen students from local law schools attended 
a presentation by Chief Judge Kimball assisted by numerous current and pri-
or law clerks.  Judge Robert Mark also joined the event.  The Court wishes 
to thank Professor Redmond, Judge Mark, Bernice Lee (co-chair of the 
Committee), and all of  the current  and  former law clerks who took the 
time to  participate  in this event.  It provided an invaluable opportunity for 
students to learn about the benefits of clerking.   

https://www.flsb.uscourts.gov/statistics/annual-total-case-filing-statistics
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CHIEF JUDGE’S  CORNER (conƟnued from page 1) 

 

to understand how your arguments relate to the elements of the claim, I may  deny  your motion without 
further analysis.  Second, if you use the elements  of  the  claim  as  your  guide,  you will more easily identify 
shortcomings in your own and your opponent’s presentations.  In addition, clearly  state  which counts your 
arguments relate to.  I regularly review dispositive motions where the arguments are untethered from the 
counts of the complaint.  Because of this, I will shortly implement an additional procedural order requiring 
that dispositive motions be presented with headings indicating the affected counts of the complaint and re-
quiring that responses and replies be presented in the same order as the motion they relate to.   
 
A  Notice  of  Unavailability  Is  Not a Motion to Continue.  A notice of unavailability  is  a  courtesy  to  oth-
er  parties  in the case but does not accomplish anything official.  In most cases, I will not be aware that you 
filed a notice of unavailability.  If you want the Court to continue a hearing, you must file a motion stating 
clearly the basis for continuance.  The hearing remains  set in the calendar, and you are expected to attend, 
unless and until I grant a motion to continue or otherwise re-schedule the matter.   
 
Avoid Withdrawing Motions and Responses at the Last Moment.  My law clerks and I prepare for my motion 
calendar well in advance of the hearing day.  It is disrespectful, and simply rude, to withdraw a motion or re-
sponse hours (sometimes  minutes) before  the hearing.  I understand there are circumstances when it is not 
possible to determine whether a paper should be withdrawn until shortly before a hearing.  In all other in-
stances your failure to attend to a matter in a timely  way  should not create unnecessary work for my law 
clerks and me.  If you are forced to withdraw a filing at the last moment, you should let my courtroom depu-
ty know you have done so.   
 
A Request for a TRO Must be Accompanied by an Affidavit or Verified Complaint.  If you wish to obtain a 
temporary restraining order without notice under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 65, made applicable by 
Bankruptcy Rule 7065, the motion must explain why the movant will suffer immediate and irreparable injury, 
loss, or damage if the matter is not addressed before the opponent can be heard, and the motion must be 
accompanied by an affidavit or a verified complaint stating specific facts in support of this standard.  In the 
motion, state clearly and certify why notice to the opposing party should not be required.  There is no such 
thing as an  ex parte  preliminary injunction.  While this all is obvious from the text of rule 65 itself, I have 
denied multiple motions for TRO that did not meet the basic requirements of the rule.   
 
Do Not Register Late for Zoom Hearings.  Except for matters set on less than one business day’s notice, if 
you do not register by 3:00 p.m. on the business day prior to the hearing, your registration may be revoked 
and  you will  not be  permitted  to  appear by video conference.  You may have little or no notice of the 
revocation of your registration.  The hearing will not be continued.  If you do not attend the hearing, any 
document you filed in connection with the hearing may be denied, overruled, or dismissed, for failure to 
prosecute.  If you fail to register in a timely manner more than once, I may prohibit you from appearing by 
video conference for a period of 30  days or more.  If circumstances beyond your control require you to 
register after 3:00 p.m. on the business day prior to the hearing, you must contact my courtroom deputy as 
soon as you register to ask that your registration not be revoked as late.  There is no guaranty that a late 
registration will not be revoked even if you contact my courtroom deputy.  In such circumstances, I strongly 
encourage you to attend the hearing in person.  
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TIPS FOR THE PROFESSIONAL PROFESSIONAL 
By: Honorable Laurel M. Isicoff 

 
Every  year  for as many years as I can remember, I have had the pleasure of speaking to the Bankruptcy 
Clinics  at  University of Miami School of Law, St. Thomas University School of Law,  and when they have 
clinics - Florida International University College of Law and NSU Shepard Broad College of Law.  During our 
two hours together, the students, professors and I discuss topics ranging from how to prepare our pro bono 
clients for their bankruptcy experience, to how to prepare for court, and even how to dress.  We consider 
not only how to communicate with clients, but also how lawyers should communicate with each other, and, 
of course, with the court.  And post-COVID, we also discuss video hearing etiquette (big hint – it’s STILL 
court). 
 
While, for the most part, our bar does a very good job in all the categories that I cover in class, I have seen 
some slipping so I thought I would go over some gentle reminders.  First, I ask each of you to re-read my 
website practice tips titled “Ten Things I like About You.”  It is important that you communicate clearly, that 
you read carefully (how many of you have encountered issues lately just because you failed to proofread a 
motion or order!?), and that you be PREPARED!  We have worked hard to issue orders outlining just what is 
expected of you when you have an evidentiary hearing – if you read the order when you receive it, you 
won’t miss deadlines or fail to timely submit critical evidence for trial. 
 
Second, please  remember  the  case is not about you.  This is your client’s case; your client’s home; your 
client’s business; your client’s money.  You cannot make substantive decisions without consulting with, and 
getting authority from, your client.  Even if you know that what you are advising is the right way to proceed, 
your  client  must  make  that  decision;  you  may  not  do it for them.  Conversely, remember that your 
reputation  is  more  important  than  any  client.   If  your  client  asks  you  to  do  something that you 
know is unethical – don’t do it.  Check  the  Florida  Bar  rules  and  withdraw.  Finally  (for  now), if you feel 
that exchanges with counsel are beginning to get personal, that is, your conversations are becoming more 
about what  issues  you  have  with  what  the  other  attorney  is doing, as opposed to the position he or 
she is advocating on behalf of his or her client – step back and take a breath.  Maybe it is time for the two of 
you to exchange photos of pets and children.  Remember Judge Cristol’s sanction for lawyers behaving badly 
with each other – a lunch at which no business was to be discussed. 
 
In closing, I repeat the closing from my “Ten Things” – 
 
I LIKE THE FACT THAT YOU ALWAYS REMEMBER THAT LAW IS A PROFESSION, NOT 
A JOB.  EVERYTHING I LIKE ABOUT YOU REFLECTS YOUR RECOGNITION OF THAT 
IMPORTANT DISTINCTION. 
 
Thank you. 
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CLC’s Evidence Essentials: Using Blockchain  
Records as Evidence in Crypto Disputes 

By: Katie E. Barker, Mindy Kubs1, and Alberto Cosio 
 

As cryptocurrency becomes increasingly integrated into everyday transactions, its presence in legal disputes will 
likely grow. Whether  the  issue involves undisclosed  crypto holdings, fraudulent transfers, or the tracing and  
valuation  of  crypto  assets,  blockchain  records  are becoming essential to fact-finding.  This article discusses the 
ever-important  question  every  trial lawyer should be asking prior to a trial – how do I get these records into 
evidence? 
 
  So, what is blockchain?  In simple terms, it is an electronic record-keeping system that is shared, secured, and 
transparent.  You can think of blockchain as a digital ledger that records transactions and groups them into  
“blocks” that  are  linked  together  in  a chronological chain.  A key feature of blockchain is that the information 
being recorded is decentralized, meaning it is copied and shared across many computers at the same  time.  This  
makes the  information  more  reliable because it is much more difficult to tamper with information that must be 
widely shared simultaneously.  Once a cryptocurrency transaction is recorded, it is permanent and immutable, 
making the blockchain a highly secure and reliable method of tracing crypto assets and  transactions.  Therefore,  
it  is  crucial  for  attorneys  to understand how blockchain records can be admitted into evidence, as they can 
play a critical role in litigating crypto-related issues.  
 
That  task,  however,  is  easier  said  than  done  because  the  use  of  blockchain  evidence in litigation is still 
relatively  new.  Luckily,  the Department  of  Justice (“DOJ”)  issued  more  comprehensive  guidance to their 
attorneys  and  agents for use in criminal litigation that translates easily to other practice areas.  See C. Alden 
Pelker et al., Using Blockchain Analysis from Investigation to Trial, 69 DOJ J. Fed. L. & Prac. 59 (May, 2021) (referred 
to herein as “Using Blockchain”).  This article highlights some of that advice as it can be helpful in civil litigation, 
including bankruptcy matters.    
 
How to Overcome Hearsay Challenges 
 
The  DOJ  suggests  that hearsay objections can be overcome in several ways.  First, the DOJ argues that the 
electronically  generated records that comprise blockchain are not hearsay because courts have already widely 
held that machine-generated evidence is not hearsay.  See Using Blockchain at *83.  Nonetheless, if courts are not 
persuaded by this argument, the DOJ suggests how the evidence might be admissible under a hearsay  exception.  
More  specifically,  the DOJ  encourages counsel to argue that blockchain evidence is admissible (i) as business 
records under Federal Rule of Evidence 803(6); (ii) as market reports and similar commercial publications under 
Rule 803(17);2 (iii) under the residual exception to hearsay found in Rule 807; or (iv) as an admission of a party 
opponent under Rule 801(d).  Using Blockchain at **83 – 88. 
 
Blockchain Records Can Be Authenticated Multiple Ways 
 
Assuming  the  blockchain  evidence  withstands  a  hearsay  objection,  Federal  Rule  of  Evidence 901 requires it  
 

(ConƟnued on page 5) 

FROM THE JUDGES’ CHAMBERS 

1 Katie E. Barker is a rising third-year student at the University of Miami School of Law.  She interned in Judge Lopez-Castro’s  
chambers  for the spring semester.  Katie is on the University of Miami Law Review and is an Executive Editor on the Volume 80 
Executive Board.  Mindy Kubs is Judge Lopez-Castro’s career law clerk. 
2All references to rules are to the Federal Rules of Evidence.  
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CLC’s Evidence Essentials (continued from page 4) 
 
to be authenticated or  identified, meaning the proponent must demonstrate that the item is what the proponent 
claims it is.  The DOJ suggests that the easiest way to authenticate blockchain evidence is to have a witness 
“versed  in  virtual  currency”  download  a  copy of the blockchain and explain it to the trier of fact.  Using  
Blockchain at * 75.   According to the DOJ, the testimony of such a witness “would also readily fit within  Rule 
901(b)(9),  evidence  about  a  process  or  system,  and could be bolstered by a discussion of the distinctive 
characteristics of the blockchain pursuant to Rule 901(b)(4)[.]” Using Blockchain at * 75.   
 
Blockchain  records,  if determined  to  be business records, may be considered self-authenticating under various   
subsections of Rule 902.  Using Blockchain at *75.  Rule 902(13) considers records to be self-authenticated if they 
are generated by an electronic process that produces an accurate result, and Rule 902(14) states that data copied 
from  an  electronic  device,  storage  medium,  or  file  authenticated  by  a  digital  authentication  process  is 
self-authenticating. Each of these subsections requires a records custodian or other qualified person to testify, or 
provide a certification under penalty of perjury, that the requirements of Rule 803(6)(A)-(C)3 are satisfied.   

 
Another suggestion by the DOJ is to ask the court to take judicial notice of the blockchain under Rule 201.  Using 
Blockchain at *80.  Counsel  “should be prepared to provide the court with sufficient information to determine 
that the blockchain source’s ‘accuracy cannot reasonably be questioned.’”  Id. at *80 (quoting Rule 201).  Judicial  
notice,  however,  will  generally  be limited to the blockchain itself.  The proponent of the evidence will still have 
the burden to provide further evidence regarding the transactions that appear on the blockchain and, if relevant, 
who was responsible for the transactions.  
 
Suggestions for Presenting Blockchain Evidence 
 
Blockchain  evidence  is  voluminous  and  may  appear  convoluted to counsel and the trier of fact.  The DOJ 
recommends using visual aids to assist the trier of fact in understanding technical concepts being presented and 
advises that blockchain evidence “is a perfect candidate for a summary exhibit, governed by Rule 1006[.]” Using  
Blockchain at *96.  “[C]harts showing  the  flow  of  funds will likely be among the most useful summary exhibits 
in the blockchain context.”  Id. at 96.   For example, a summary chart could depict the flow  of  funds  from one 
wallet to the defendant’s account, and “[s]ummary charts could also include spreadsheet-style charts summarizing 
the defendant’s blockchain activity, such as the volume and value of transactions with various counterparties.”  Id. 
at *96. 
 
Conclusion 
 
In conclusion,  as the use of cryptocurrency becomes more common,  so will evidentiary issues related to it. 
Consequently,  blockchain  records  will  be  increasingly  important pieces of evidence and may be central to 
resolving disputes. Given their growing evidentiary significance, attorneys must understand the different methods  
for  entering  blockchain  records into evidence and be prepared to respond effectively to any challenges. 
 
3 Rule 803(6) provides an exception to the rule against hearsay for records of regularly conducted activity if: 

(A) the record was made at or near the time by--or from information transmitted by--someone with knowledge; 
(B) the record was kept in the course of a regularly conducted activity of a business, organization, occupation, or calling, 

whether or not for profit; 
(C) making the record was a regular practice of that activity. 

FROM THE JUDGES’ CHAMBERS 
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FROM THE JUDGES’ CHAMBERS 

Two Years In: Reflections from the Still New Judge 
By: Honorable Corali Lopez-Castro1 

 
As I approach two years since I took the bench, I find myself reflecting on the nuggets of knowledge I have gained from 
my colleagues on the bench, chambers staff, and those who have appeared before me. It has been a rollercoaster, but I 
would like to think I have learned a thing or two (or ten). Here are some musings, two years in, with some advice for 
law clerks, interns, and young lawyers: 

 
1.  Gratitude. Starting a new chapter with the Court was equal parts exciting and overwhelming. I do not know 

how I would have managed without the support of so many members of the Court staff.   
 
Advice – Gratitude takes you a long way.  Think  about  how  happy you felt when you received an offer for a 

summer job or your first job out of law school. When you work late hours, receive tough but fair criticism, and have a 
hard time finding the right case, remember you have a job!!!! 

 
2.  Learning is Growing.  One of the things I love about my job is that I learn something new every day—like an 

obscure Local Rule. If we imagine our minds as a basket, then each day presents an opportunity to add things to that 
basket of knowledge.   

 
Advice – Everything is new. You probably know very little as to how a law firm works, how cases move through 

the system, and what type of legal practice you prefer.  Remember, every experience is valuable to help you find that 
answer.  

 
3.  Procedures. Procedures are important and help keep the trains running on time. Attorneys should always file 

their responsive papers at least two days before the hearing as required by the local rules if they expect the court to 
consider them.  

 
Advice – Deadlines are important. Managing expectations is a skill you need to dominate. If an assignment is “due” 

on Friday, try to deliver it early. Never, and I say never – wait until the last minute or worse, blow the deadline.    
 
4.  Clarity and Persuasion. Writing is a process. I am learning to write in a different style, which can sometimes 

be challenging. Introductions in papers are underused for some reason. They are very powerful and persuasive when 
drafted correctly. They should give the Court a summary of what you want and why you should get it. 

 
Advice – Lawyers  always  work on  improving  their writing, or at least they should. There is always room for 

improvement. Try not to take edits and comments from a supervisor personally; just learn from them.  
 
5.  Preparation. There is no substitute for preparation. Imagine that your computer malfunctions and you cannot 

access your exhibits at a hearing or, even worse, at trial. Imagine that you arrive late due to unexpected traffic. These 
mishaps  would  throw anyone off  their game, but they will not throw you off yours if you are prepared. Always be 
prepared to discuss the best case in support of your position. 

 
Advice – Avoid  unnecessary stress by planning for contingencies and arriving at your hearing or trial early. I 

promise you that life will be easier if you follow this advice.  
 
1 With help from her amazing current and former law clerks, Mindy Y. Kubs, Alexa I. Garcia, and Alberto Pablo Cosio.  

(ConƟnued on page 7) 
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Two Years In: Reflections from the Still New Judge (continued from page 6) 
 

6.  Professionalism. Sometimes, attorneys do not realize that we (judges, law clerks, and courtroom deputies) 
see everything. Try to maintain your composure if you are dissatisfied with a ruling or statement made in court. Do 
not interrupt others, not only because it affects the quality of the transcript, but because nobody looks good doing so. 

 
Advice – Dress like a lawyer.  The partner may elect to dress casually, but remember you are not a partner. Be 

punctual,  it is disrespectful to be late to a meeting. Have you ever waited for someone and noticed how bad it felt? 
Finally, do not look at your phone when you are speaking with someone. The message you are sending is – I don’t care 
what you are telling me.  

 
7.  Everyone has an important seat at the table. Chapter 13 was new to me, and I really appreciate how well 

the Chapter 13 Trustee,  debtor’s  counsel,  and  counsel representing creditors collaborate and contribute to the 
process. Each constituent plays an essential role in making this surprisingly complex chapter work well.  

 
Advice – Your presence at a meeting is both important and an opportunity. If you are attending a meeting about a 

case, locate pleadings or articles you can read before the meeting. Paralegals and judicial assistants are really helpful in 
directing you to the right place. If you are asked to attend a meeting, you are expected to contribute and not simply be 
a potted plant.  

 
8.  Kindness. I am always impressed when counsel helps opposing counsel or interacts with opposing counsel in a 

friendly way. The cases are your clients’ cases. Try to recognize when you are becoming too invested and taking things 
personally. The judge will notice your acts of kindness and professionalism.   

 
Advice – Always help each other out. It is called karma!  
 
9  Big Picture. Oftentimes, we get lost in the weeds and forget the big picture. As you know, I was practicing not 

too long ago, and I always tried to keep that principle front and center. Try to keep in mind what will help you achieve 
the result you want.  Just because you can object to the  admissibility of an exhibit does not mean you should.  Just 
because you can file a motion to compel or object to a continuance does not mean you should. 

 
Advice – You  are  starting your careers and may be getting lost in the weeds. Don’t sweat the small stuff and 

never be embarrassed to ask for help (we have all been there).  
 
10.  Podcasts. They make  you smarter,  according  to  a  former  colleague.  If  you love to learn, here is one 

recommendation—Hidden Brain by Shankar Vedantam. Listen to it wherever you get your podcasts.  
 
Advice – My current law clerk recommends  How I Built This with Guy Raz. My interns recommend The Mel 

Robbins Podcast.   
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FROM THE JUDGES’ CHAMBERS 

[Originally published in the Federal Bar Association  South Florida Chapter  (May 2025)] 
 

(ConƟnued on page 9) 
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 (continued from page 8) 

(ConƟnued on page 10) 
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 (continued from page 9) 

(ConƟnued on page 11) 
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 (continued from page 10) 

Judge Barbara Lagoa, Lilly Ann Sanchez, Judge Corali Lopez-Castro, Chief Judge Nushin G. Sayfie 
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FROM THE JUDGES’ CHAMBERS 

[Originally published in the 11th Circuit Historical News  Volume XXII, Number 1  (Winter 2025)] 

(ConƟnued on page 13) 
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(ConƟnued on page xx) 

(continued from page 12) 

(ConƟnued on page 14) 
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 (continued from page 13) 

(ConƟnued on page 15) 
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 (continued from page 14) 
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Merchant Cash Advance (MCA)  
 
By now, most local bankruptcy practitioners are familiar with Merchant Cash Advance (MCA) agreements 
and the challenges those agreements pose in bankruptcy. For those who are newer to practice or have not 
yet had the experience of dealing with MCAs in bankruptcy cases, an article by Caitlyn Coates and Michael 
Markham (reprinted with permission) might prove useful. The opinions expressed in that article are those of 
the authors and do not reflect an official stance by the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of 
Florida.    
 
For those who wish to dig deeper into the topic of MCAs, the Federal Bar Association published an in-depth 
study by Tara Trevorrow, Judicial Law Clerk to Judge Mindy Mora, in the Winter 2024 issue of The Federal 
Lawyer. Link here (subscription required) to that article: https://www.federallawyermagazine.com/fedbar/
library/item/winter_2024/4176615/.  

FROM THE JUDGES’ CHAMBERS 

(ConƟnued on page 17) 
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Merchant Cash Advance (MCA) (continued from page 16) 

(ConƟnued on page 18) 
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Merchant Cash Advance (MCA) (continued from page 17) 

(ConƟnued on page 19) 
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Merchant Cash Advance (MCA) (continued from page 18) 

(ConƟnued on page 20) 
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Merchant Cash Advance (MCA) (continued from page 19) 
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Honorable A. Jay Cristol Posthumously Honored  
by Legal Services of Greater Miami  

 
On May 15, 2025, Legal Services of Greater Miami recognized the late Honorable A. Jay Cristol as a true champion of 
justice by awarding him the Equal Justice Legacy Award.  At the same event, Senior Judge Robert N. Scola, Jr. was 
awarded the Equal Justice Judicial Leadership Award and Tiffani Lee of Holland & Knight was presented with the Equal 
Justice Leadership Award. 
 
Judge Cristol’s longtime friend and fellow bankruptcy judge, Laurel M. Isicoff, presented the award.  It was accepted on 
behalf of the Cristol family by Judge Corali Lopez-Castro, who was appointed following Cristol’s retirement.   
 
Judge Isicoff reminded all in attendance that Judge Cristol had led a remarkable life.  He passed away on October 21 
2024, only three weeks after he celebrated his 95th birthday. And what he did in those 95 years is truly amazing.  Judge 
Cristol was a public servant long before he came to our court, where he served for 37 years.  In 1951, he joined the 
United States Navy as an aviation cadet, earning his Navy Wings of Gold in 1953.  During the Korean conflict, Judge 
Cristol was deployed on an anti-submarine squadron aboard an aircraft carrier. After returning to civilian life, Judge 
Cristol joined the Naval Air Reserve and in the 1960s he flew operational flights during the Cuban Missile Crisis and 
volunteer airlift missions to Vietnam.  
 
Even after military service, Judge Cristol continued to fly, both professionally and recreationally. Few people know that 
he flew air ambulances, transporting the elderly and very ill to hospitals around Florida.  And his love of flying remained 
throughout his life, and he continued flying solo into his early 80s and, with a co-pilot, into his 90s. Judge Cristol also 
taught  at  the Naval College well after he retired from the Naval Air Reserves.  Judge Cristol was also a founding 
member of  the  National  Museum of Naval Aviation at the Naval Air Station in Pensacola, Florida and a founding 
member of the Wings Over Miami Air Museum in Miami, Florida. 
 
On the bench, Judge Cristol was well known for his profound sense of fairness and compassion.  It was important to 
him that everyone who appeared before him (lawyers, clients and pro se parties) felt seen and  heard.  And, he will 
always be  remembered for his commitment to the cause of pro bono service.  Judge Cristol encouraged all bankruptcy 
attorneys to include pro bono service as a regular part of their practice, and his legacy of pro bono work lives on at 
the bankruptcy pro bono clinic at the University of Miami School of Law.  Judge Cristol was instrumental in establishing 
and funding the clinic with a permanent endowment to what is now known as “The Eleanor R. Cristol and Judge A. Jay 
Cristol Bankruptcy Pro Bono Assistance Clinic”. Hundreds of students have already participated in the clinic program 
and gone on to be pro bono champions themselves, and each year the number of new lawyers with an appreciation for 
pro bono service continues to grow.     

 

 

Monica Vigues-Pitan, ExecuƟve Director of LSGM,  
Hon. Corali Lopez-Castro, Hon. Laurel M. Isicoff 

Monica Vigues-Pitan, Tracy Nichols, Tiffany Lee, Judge Roy K. Altman, 
Judge Robert N. Scola, Judge Corali Lopez-Castro, Lilly Ann Sanchez (co-
chair of the event), Judge Laurel M. Isicoff, Karen Lapekas (co-chair of the 
event)  
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New Fort Lauderdale Courthouse Construction Update 

 
On November 8, 2023, dignitaries gathered on the site of the 
new federal courthouse in Fort Lauderdale for the ceremonial 
groundbreaking event. The new 11-story building [255,000-gross-
square-foot] federal  courthouse  will  be  located at N.E. 3rd 
Avenue and Southeast 11th Street in Broward County (south of 
the  Tarpon  River).  The  courthouse  will  include  twelve  
courtrooms and seventeen judges’ chambers and will support 
workspace for the 11th Circuit Court of Appeals, U.S. District 
Court, U.S. Bankruptcy Court, and several other federal agencies, 
including the U.S. Marshals Service, the U.S. Attorney’s Office, and 
U.S. Probation and Pretrial Services.  Substantial completion is 
expected  in  November 2026,  with  a  phased-in  occupancy  
beginning in January 2027. 
 

A significant  amount  of work has since been completed, including “topping off.”  In building construction, 
topping off is when the last steel beam is placed at the top of a structure during its construction.  A topping 
off event was held on May 20, 2025.  Additionally, the concrete slabs for all 11 floors have been poured, and 
the exterior precasts are currently being installed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
[Image of site on June 6, 2024] 
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(ConƟnued on page 24) 

New Fort Lauderdale Courthouse Construction Update (continued from page 22) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[Image of site on February 21, 2025] 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
[Image of site on April 24, 2025] 
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New Fort Lauderdale Courthouse Construction Update (continued from page 23) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[Image of site on June 17, 2025] 
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 PACER: Multifactor Authentication Tips 
By: Cameron Cradic, Chief Deputy Clerk 

 
The  PACER  Service  Center  will  randomly  require those with a PACER e-filing credential to enroll in 
Multifactor Authentication (MFA).  By the end of this year, it will be a PACER requirement.  Now is 
a good time to consider the following information and helpful tips.   
 
· MFA uses an authenticator application (app). The following “Resources” link provides details on setup 

and use: https://pacer.uscourts.gov/announcements/2025/05/02/multifactor-authentication-coming-soon.  
 
· Attorneys are encouraged to have staff members who e-file on their behalf to sign up for a 

Filing Agent credential. To do so, click the following link: https://pacer.uscourts.gov/register-
account/non-attorney-filers-cmecf. 

 
· Users with filing privileges and other CM/ECF-level access types are encouraged to enroll in MFA at their 

earliest convenience to preserve uninterrupted access.   
 
· PACER support is available, and their contact information is below.  
 

 
MulƟfactor AuthenƟcaƟon Now Available 

  
MulƟfactor authenƟcaƟon (MFA) is now available for PACER and CM/ECF. PACER account users with fil‐
ing and all other types of CM/ECF-level access are required to enroll in MFA and are encouraged to do so 
at their earliest convenience. MFA enrollment is opƟonal for users with PACER-only access, but it is 
strongly recommended.   
Users with CM/ECF-level access who do not voluntarily enroll will be randomly selected to enroll starƟng 
in August. By the end of 2025, everyone with CM/ECF-level access must use MFA when logging in. 
  
Updated documentaƟon and learning aids are available. 

  
NOTE: If using third-party soŌware for filing, users should ensure MFA is supported by that soŌware be‐
fore enrolling in MFA to avoid any disrupƟon in their business processes.  If you have any quesƟons, 
please contact the PACER Service Center at pacer@psc.uscourts.gov or (800) 676-6856. The PACER Ser‐
vice Center hours of operaƟon are Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. CT. 

https://pacer.uscourts.gov/announcements/2025/05/02/multifactor-authentication-coming-soon
https://pacer.uscourts.gov/announcements/2025/05/02/multifactor-authentication-coming-soon
https://pacer.uscourts.gov/announcements/2025/05/02/multifactor-authentication-coming-soon
https://pacer.uscourts.gov/register-account/non-attorney-filers-cmecf
https://pacer.uscourts.gov/register-account/non-attorney-filers-cmecf
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Protecting Privacy for Filings 
 
Documents filed in bankruptcy cases, including Proofs of Claim and adversary proceedings, are publicly available under 
most conditions, and each filer maintains sole responsibility for the document(s) submitted electronically via CM/ECF. 
As such, ensure that personally identifiable information, commonly referred to as “PII,” is redacted from public filings 
to guard against potential identity theft. The following are specified in Bankruptcy Rule 9037, Protecting Privacy for 
Filings: 
 
· The last four digits of a Social Security number and a taxpayer identification number;  
· The year of the individual's birth;  
· The minor's initials; and  
· The last four digits of the financial-account number.  
 
Exemptions from the redaction requirement pursuant to Bankruptcy Rule 9037(b) are: 
 
· A financial account number that identifies the property allegedly subject to forfeiture in a forfeiture proceeding;  
· The record of an administrative or agency proceeding, unless filed with a proof of claim;  
· The official record of a state-court proceeding;  
· The record of a court or tribunal, if that record was not subject to the redaction requirement when originally filed;  
· A filing covered by (c) [filings made under seal]; and  
· A filing subject to §110.  
 
The rule also contains additional information regarding seal filings,  waivers of protection of identifiers,  motions to 
redact a previously filed document, and restricting public access. 

UPCOMING  COURT HOLIDAY CLOSINGS * 
 

Thursday, June 19 - Juneteenth Independence Day 
Friday, June 20 - See General Order 2025-01  

Friday, July 4 - Independence Day  
Monday, September 1 - Labor Day 

         
*Any additions to the court closing schedule are announced by General Order  

and posted on the court website  

COURT MISSION STATEMENT 
 
To  promote  public trust and confidence in the 
administration of bankruptcy cases: 
- through easy access to comprehensible, accurate 
information about the court, its procedures, and 
records; 
- by the efficient, respectful, and dignified conduct 
of business at  all levels of the court, clerk’s office, 
chambers and courtroom; 
- through adjudication of bankruptcy cases by a fair 
and impartial tribunal that is designed to provide 
relief to the  honest debtor, equitable distribution of 
available  assets  to  creditors,  and  preservation  
of jobs  and  value  through  successful  business  
reorganizations. 

CONTACT “COURTHOUSE BEACON NEWS”  
PUBLICATION STAFF 

 
If you have any comments regarding this issue or want to suggest ideas 
for future articles, please contact  “Courthouse Beacon News” staff at 
the following email address: Dania_Muniz@flsb.uscourts.gov. 
 
Please do not use the above email address to file or send papers to 
the court or to ask questions about court procedure or status of a 
particular case.  Contact the clerk’s office at any of the following 
numbers for assistance in these matters.   
 
Visit the court website www.flsb.uscourts.gov for local filing 
information.   Thank you.  
 Miami:                  (305) 714-1800 
 Ft. Lauderdale:      (954) 769-5700 
 West Palm Beach: (561) 514-4100 
 

Please Note:  
Clerk’s office staff is not permitted to give legal advice. 

https://www.flsb.uscourts.gov/sites/flsb/files/documents/general-orders/GO-2025-01_Order_Adopting_Additional_Court_Closure_During_Holiday_Schedule_of_United_States_District_Court_Southern_District_of_Florida.pdf



