
 

 
 
 
 

UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 

 
 
 
 
 

NOTICE TO ALL DEBTORS: 
READ THIS BEFORE YOU FILE YOUR CASE 

 

 
DID YOU (AND JOINT DEBTOR, IF APPLICABLE) COMPLETE THE REQUIRED 
APPROVED PRE-FILING BANKRUPTCY CREDIT COUNSELING COURSE? 
 

 
  The federa l  bankruptcy  law (11  U.S .C.  §  109(h) )  requi res  tha t  you  

rece ive  a  br ie f ing  about  c red i t  counse l ing  f rom an  agency  approved  
by  the  Off ice  of  the  U.S .  Trus tee ,  wi th in  the  180-day  per iod  before  
you  f i l e  fo r  bankruptcy .  

 
  I f  you  f i l e  anyway,  the  cour t  can  d i smiss  your  case ,  you  wi l l  lose  

whatever  f i l ing  fee  you  pa id ,  and  your  cred i to rs  can  beg in  co l lec t ion  
ac t iv i t i es  aga in .  

 
  I f  you  be l ieve  you  a re  no t  requi red  to  rece ive  a  b r ie f ing  about  c red i t  

counse l ing ,  you  mus t  f i le  a  mot ion  for  waiver  o f  c red i t  counsel ing  
wi th  the  cour t .  

 
  To comple te  the  requi red  c red i t  counse l ing  br ie f ing  before  f i l ing  for  

bankruptcy ,  ob ta in  f rom the  Clerk  a  l i s t  o f  Uni ted  S ta tes  Trus tee  
approved  agencies ,  o r  v i s i t :  h t tps : / /www. jus t ice .gov/us t / l i s t -c red i t -
counse l ing-agenc ies -approved-pursuant -11-usc-111 .  

 
  Depending  on  which  agency  you  se lec t ,  you  may take  the  course  by  

computer ,  t e lephone ,  o r  in  person .   I f  you  do  no t  have  a  computer ,  
you  can  use  a  publ ic  computer  in  any  of  the  County  publ ic  l ib ra r ies .  

 
  Exempt ions  of  th i s  requi rement  ex is t  fo r  persons  wi th  d i sab i l i t i es  o r  

wi th  menta l  hea l th  prob lems ,  o r  fo r  persons  who a re  per forming  
mi l i t a ry  se rv ice  in  ac t ive  combat  zones .   Refer  to  T i t l e  11  U.S .C.  
§109(h) (4) .  

 
  THE CLERK CANNOT GIVE YOU LEGAL ADVICE .  
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