
UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 

www.flsb.uscourts.gov 

In re:  

 

Reassignment of Cases and Adversary 

Proceedings upon the Retirement of 

Bankruptcy Judge Laurel M. Isicoff,  

the Change in Duty Station of     General Order 2026-01 

Bankruptcy Judge Peter D. Russin,  

and the Appointment of Bankruptcy  

Judge Craig A. Pugatch.     

______________________________________/ 

On May 31, 2026, Judge Laurel M. Isicoff retired as an active United States 

Bankruptcy Judge. Judge Isicoff will continue to serve on recall status, but without 

an active caseload.  

On June 1, 2026, the duty station of Judge Peter D. Russin was changed from Fort 

Lauderdale to Miami. 

And on June 1, 2026, Judge Craig A. Pugatch was sworn in as a United States 

Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Florida, with a duty station in Fort 

Lauderdale. 

To implement the reassignment of cases and adversary proceedings to Judge Russin 

and to Judge Pugatch, it is 

ORDERED that: 

1. As of June 1, 2026, Judge Russin will begin receiving new cases and 

adversary proceedings in the Miami Division. 

2. As of June 2, 2026, Judge Pugatch will begin receiving new cases and 

adversary proceedings in the Fort Lauderdale Division. 

3. As of June 1, 2026, all Miami Division cases and adversary proceedings 

previously assigned to Judge Isicoff will be reassigned to Judge Russin, 

with the transfer of these cases reflected in the Court’s Case 

Management/Electronic Case Files system (CM/ECF) occurring on June 

7. 

4. As of June 2, 2026, all Fort Lauderdale Division cases and adversary 

proceedings previously assigned to Judge Russin will be reassigned to 

http://www.flsb.uscourts.gov/


Judge Pugatch, with the transfer of these cases reflected in CM/ECF 

occurring on June 7. 

5.  The Clerk of Court is directed to enter a paperless docket entry in each 

transferred case and adversary proceeding to effectuate these 

reassignments. 

6. All hearings in cases and adversary proceedings reassigned under this 

order will proceed as scheduled, unless otherwise ordered or re-noticed. 

7. Any case that is reassigned to Judge Pugatch under this order, on which 

he then recuses himself, will be randomly reassigned to any of the other 

six active Judges of the Bankruptcy Court.1 

8. The Clerk of Court is directed to give electronic notice of this order to all 

registered users of CM/ECF in this Court, and to post a copy of this order 

on the Court’s website: www.flsb.uscourts.gov.  

ORDERED in the Southern District of Florida on June 1, 2026. 

 

 

 

Copies furnished to: 

All Southern District of Florida Bankruptcy Judges 

Office of the United States Trustee 

 
1 This may result in some Fort Lauderdale Division cases and adversary proceedings being reassigned 

to the Miami and West Palm Beach Divisions and may result in some cases and adversary proceedings 

that were previously assigned to Judge Russin in the Fort Lauderdale Division to be reassigned to 

Judge Russin in the Miami Division. 
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