
 
UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT  

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 
 

   
 
 

NOTICE OF REQUIREMENT FOR INDIVIDUAL  
CHAPTER 7, CHAPTER 11, AND CHAPTER 13 DEBTORS TO 

COMPLETE INSTRUCTIONAL COURSE CONCERNING 
PERSONAL FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 

       
 

Every individual debtor in a chapter 7 or a chapter 13 case and every debtor in a chapter 11 
case in which § 1141(d)(3) applies must complete an instructional course concerning personal 
financial management currently approved by the United States trustee. The course must be 
completed, and proof of completion must be filed with the court, by the following deadlines:  

 
- Chapter 7 case: within 60 days of the first date set for the meeting of creditors under § 

341 of the Bankruptcy Code. 
 

- Chapter 11 or Chapter 13 case: no later than the last payment made by the debtor as 
required by the plan or the filing of a motion for a discharge under § 1141(d)(5)(B) or § 
1328(b) of the Code. (See Fed. R. Bankr. P. 1007(c).)  

 
If the course provider has not already filed a certificate of completion on behalf of the debtor, 
Bankruptcy Rule 1007(b)(7) requires an individual debtor to file a certificate of course 
completion issued by the provider to notify the court that the debtor has met this requirement 
or that the debtor falls under an exception to meeting this requirement. Under Bankruptcy 
Rule 1007(c), if a joint petition is filed and this certification is required, each spouse must 
complete and file a separate certification.  
 
If the requirement is not met in a timely manner, the case will be CLOSED without issuance 
of a discharge. [See Fed. R. Bankr. P. 5009(b)]  
 
A list of United States trustee-approved providers of Personal Financial Management 
Instructional Courses can be found at:  https://www.justice.gov/ust/list-approved-providers-
personal-financial-management-instructional-courses-debtor-education 
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