
Rule 5001-2.  Clerk - Office Locations/After-Hours Depository;  Security.

(A) Clerk’s Office Locations. The main office of the clerk is located in Miami. Divisional
offices are located in Ft. Lauderdale and West Palm Beach. 

(B) After-Hours Depositories for Filing Papers.  After-hours depositories for filing papers
are established at each of the three clerk’s office locations as set forth in the “Clerk’s Filing
Instructions”.  Use of after-hours depositories shall be limited to filings which are of an urgent
nature and cannot otherwise be delivered to the clerk during normal hours of operation and is
subject to the following conditions: 

(1) Papers placed in a depository between 4:30 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. shall be picked up
by the clerk at 9:00 a.m. the following business day and date stamped on the day
of pick up with the previous business day’s date.

(2) Papers placed in a depository in the morning prior to 9:00 a.m. shall be picked up
by the clerk at 9:00 a.m. and date stamped on the day of pick up with the previous
business day’s date.

(3) Papers placed in a depository between 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. will not be picked
up until 9:00 a.m. the following business day and will be date stamped on the day
of pick up with the previous business day’s date.

(4) If papers submitted pursuant to Local Rule 5005-1(F)(3) are filed using an after-
hours depository they will be processed as set forth in subdivisions (1) through
(3) of this rule. Parties filing emergency papers are responsible for ensuring that
the papers are filed in sufficient time to allow the papers to reach the court in a
timely manner.

(5) No cash shall be placed in an after-hours depository.

(6) The filing party is responsible for verifying receipt of papers placed in an after-
hours depository.

(7) Papers may not be served on the U.S. trustee or any other party by depositing
them in an after-hours depository.

(8) Any person entering a federal courthouse building will be required to pass
through the magnetometer equipment before accessing the after-hours depository. 
All items carried by a person entering a federal courthouse building will be
scanned through x-ray equipment.

(9) Local Rule 5005-1(B) “Place of Filing” applies to filing papers using after-hours
depositories.



(C) Court Security. 

(1) Prohibited Materials.  Except as provided by subdivision (3) of this section, no
weapons (guns, knives or any other item which may be used as a weapon),
phones,  computers, cameras, radios, electronic transmitters, tape-recorders or
other such devices shall be permitted in the courtroom, chambers and/or other
environs of this court.  No items may be left unattended in the court environs.
Neither the U.S. Marshal’s Service nor the court shall be required to provide
storage areas for visitors possessing prohibited items. Visitors to court environs
housed in federal buildings shall be required to comply with and are subject to
prosecution for violation of any existing law, order or other regulation in effect in
the respective federal building.  

(2) Smoking.  Smoking is prohibited in all environs of the court. 

(3) Electronic Devices.  Visitors with electronic devices, including but not limited to
cell phones, pagers, personal data assistants (PDA), laptop computers, tape
recorders, etc.  will not be permitted to enter the 14th floor of the Claude Pepper
Federal Building in Miami, or any areas of the West Palm Beach and Ft.
Lauderdale courthouse buildings.  This restriction shall not apply to individuals
possessing valid identification identifying them as belonging to the following
categories: federal courthouse employees, Florida Bar members, United States
government or State of Florida law enforcement officers, court licensed court
reporters, U.S. Trustees’ Office staff and designated bankruptcy trustees and
those possessing a written request signed by a federal judge or designated
authority and verified by the U.S. Marshal’s Service. Absent permission of the
presiding judge, recording and communications devices must remain off while
court is in session. Cameras of any type, including cell phones which have a
camera device, shall not be allowed in these areas unless a written order signed by
a federal judge and verified by the U.S. Marshal’s Service is presented to the
court security officer.  This prohibition shall not apply to U.S. Probation Officers
and courthouse employees. 

L 2004 Amendment: Amended to incorporate the  provisions of AO Order 03-4.


