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Even when all the elements are met, a court can decline to apply the doctrine of collateral
estoppel when application of the doctrine would result in a gross injustice.  Here, the Court did
not apply collateral estoppel in a 523(a)(5) proceeding seeking to discharge a child support
judgment where the judgment was by default, the debtor was not the spouse, and a prepetition
DNA test conclusively established that the debtor was not the father.   


