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Section 521(a)(1) of the Bankruptcy Code requires a debtor to file a list of creditors, schedules,
statement of financial affairs, copies of payment advices received in the 60 days prior to the
petition date, a statement of monthly net income, and a statement disclosing any reasonably
anticipated increase in income or expenditures. If a debtor fails to do so within 45 days, section
521(i)(1) provides that the case is "automatically dismissed effective on the 46th day" after the
petition date. Congress further provided in section 521(i)(2) that any party in interest may
request the entry of an "order dismissing the case," which if requested should be provided by the
court within five days.

In a tribute to Dr. Seuss' legendary "Green Eggs and Ham" Judge Cristol ponders what Congress
meant when it said that a case is "automatically dismissed" if the debtor fails to timely file
certain required information.  He raises many questions, such as:  What happens if a debtor fails
to comply with the filing requirements, but no party in interest seeks dismissal of the case? Is the
case dismissed, even if there is nothing on the docket reflecting it? How would anyone know?


